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Dear Beekeepers,
I hope all of you have had a decent spring honey crop.  Evidently, successes vary across the state from poor to good.  Popcorn tree honey will be the salvation for some beekeepers; soybean and cotton for others.  In the Prairie belt, what looked like the makings of a good year turned sour some where.  My colonies were in great shape, did not swarm excessively and I could only muster up a 21 pound per colony average.  Soybeans are beginning to bloom and some yards really working hard now.  Soybeans are of many different ages due to different planting dates, including some late plantings behind wheat.  This will extend the soybean bloom season from late June through August, which could be the makings of a great soybean honey crop if the weather remains hot (above 70 degrees at night) and relatively dry.  Let me know how your season in progressing across the state.

Africanized Honey Bee Update:

Louisiana
	Africanized honeybees found in LaSalle Parish

	Release Date 6/24/2008
	

	  
	

	Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry Mike Strain, D.V.M. said a new report of Africanized honeybees was confirmed near Tullos in LaSalle Parish.

“A sample taken from one of our traps about two miles southeast of the intersection of U.S. 165 and U.S. 84 tested positive for Africanized honeybees,” Strain said. “We’ll continue to monitor for the bees and move our trap line further east of the find.”

Strain said the sample was collected on May 7 by Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) inspectors and confirmed Wednesday, June 17 by the USDA bee lab in Tucson, Ariz.

“Since there is always a lag time between the initial report and confirmation we suggest everyone should simply leave any feral bee colony they come across alone,” Strain said. “There is a possibility the bees may be Africanized.

“Our duty is to notify the public and beekeepers in the area that Africanized bees have been confirmed. People who spend time outside need to be aware that Africanized bees are in Louisiana.”

The Africanized honeybee is smaller than the European honeybee commonly raised for honey production but the size differential can only be measured under magnification.

Though the venom in Africanized bees is the same as that in European bees, Africanized bees will sting in greater masses leading to a toxic reaction in some cases. Seeking cover immediately helps to reduce the number of stings in a confrontation with Africanized bees.

Africanized honeybees were first confirmed in Louisiana in July 2005 from a sample taken from a trap near the town of Rodessa in north Caddo Parish. It was the first case of Africanized bees moving into the state through natural range expansion.

LDAF maintains a line of traps running north and south through the state in order to detect the progression of the Africanized honeybees. The traps are placed roughly two miles apart and contain a queen bee pheromone that attracts swarms of bees.
	


Mississippi

Inspectors for the Bureau of Plant Industry are monitoring traps along the Mississippi river from Natchez south and along the Pearl River border with Louisiana as well as at the Ports of Pascagoula, Biloxi, Gulfport, Cleremont Harbor west of Waveland, Natchez, Vicksburg and Greenville.  To date 13 non-africanized swarms have been captured.  

In April, two Africanized swarms were intercepted by Homeland Security officials on sea-going vessels; one at the Pascagoula and one at Gulfport.  They were destroyed before they could relocate on-shore.  These interceptions portray the important role Customs and Border Patrol officials play in protecting our borders from the introduction of exotic pests.  It also reemphasizes the need to have our trapping program in place, just in case a rogue swarms escapes from a docked vessel.

A Memorable Memorial Day Swarm

Taken from The Pennsylvania Beekeeper, June-July 2008, written by Mike Thomas/Bjorn Apiaries
Saturday night, Memorial Day weekend, I was contacted by York County 911 dispatch, concerning a bee situation.  They said there was a box of bees that had fallen off a truck, resting along the road posing a hazard.  They were in contact with Dillsburg police, and had the area cordoned off.  Thinking this may be of some excitement, I threw my stuff in the truck, and off I went on a 25 minute drive to Greenbrier drive in Dillsburg.  It was about an hour till dark, so I thought the timing could not have been better.  I’ll get them in the box, wait for the sun to go down, and be on my way.  Sounds so nice, or so I thought.

Arriving at the location, I was surprised to see the “box of bees’ was actually a small grapefruit size swarm cluster resting in a bush along the sidewalk of this residential street.  It did not take long for the few standing and watching from afar, to tell me that these bees originated from a massive ball of bees (about 2 basketballs in volume) from the adjacent neighbors yard.  I asked “So where are the rest of the bees”.  A nice man proceeded to tell me that they were picked up by the last beekeeper that was there.  I said “What beekeeper?”  The police at the scene mentioned his name, which I’ll withhold from mentioning.

And so the story unfolded like this---- A massive swarm was responded to by a local beekeeper that lived a few miles away, after getting a call from somebody who knew him.  He proceeded to collect the swarm, and to everyone’s surprise, he loaded up the box, and left.  One of the spectators on site mentioned he was “shocked when this beekeeper stated he was done and was leaving. After all, there were a lot of bees still flying around.”  So the bees went about a hundred feet down the street and instead of clustering back from the road in a front yard, posing little danger, as they had done before, they now clustered literally inches from a busy sidewalk.  Now they were a danger to any pedestrian.

And so I was called from county dispatch.  The local police had a cruiser committed to the scene for a couple of hours, 911 county dispatch was involved, the talk among the neighbors escalated needlessly due to this situation.  Yes, I did my best to answer questions.  Yes, I stayed a few extra minutes till dark to clean up this mess left by another beekeeper.

But I wonder--- was the first beekeeper in a hurry with another emergency to attend?  Or was he satisfied to get the majority of the bees, and ignorant of the problem and safety issue he left behind?  Is this common of how swarms are dealt with?

Many times I have boxed up a swarm, returning that night or the next morning to remove the hive.  The first beekeeper in this story lived just a few miles away.  Was this too much of a burden?  Was the gas price too high to allow a second visit?  In thinking of the bad P.R., the police man-hours, involving county 911 dispatches, stoking the fears of the neighborhood, I wonder what the true cost really was.  I know I made it very clear my displeasure in responding to a 911 call, with details relayed to me that were false, and my effort, time and cost, for nothing more than cleaning up a situation left behind by an unprofessional beekeeper who did the community a disservice.  Since last weekend, I have gotten two other 911 calls. I had turned both down. I will not take the time any longer.  And if, I were to respond, it would be only after directly talking to the police or other authorities on the scene.

The first beekeeper who responded to the swarm call, owns a farm.  He is quite safe from any repercussions of bad P.R. or any future zoning or township ordinances passed.  But I wonder how some of these townships start on the path of passing beekeeping ordinances in the first place.  I wonder how many beekeepers understand the consequences of situations such as this story tells.  I did my best to spin a positive element on this situation.  But I also know that this never needed to get to this point.  Those situations like this can easily be avoided.  And those mistakes were made.

Swarm calls and discussions of the best approach to situations such as this have never been discussed in bees clubs I attend, or at least as I can recall.  Maybe stories like this will motivate some discussions.

As a side note, I realize many know Dennis Keeney is from Dillsburg.  And I would like to mention that it was NOT Dennis, but another beekeeper in the area.  Thank you for listening (and letting me vent).  Hopefully something good can come about from this story.

Fulton’s comments:  With africanization of honey bees approaching Mississippi, beekeepers need to take caution and consider the ramifications of their actions in collecting or destroying swarms and removing bees from trees and especially buildings.  The legal ramifications could not be worth the prize of one possibly Africanized swarm.

Also, Best Management Practices (BMP’s) will come into play for beekeepers sooner or later.  Concerning BMP’s, Richard Gentry, an attorney involved with the Florida Africanized Honey Bee Task force stated in a presentation:  “Signing of the Best Management Practices (Agreement) would not prevent someone from being sued, however, it could possibly minimize the consequences of having bees in proximity or not in proximity by trying to show that you are a responsible beekeeper that does not have “killer bees------ A good attorney would not have to prove that the bees were your bees.  That Res Ipsa Loquitor (thing speaks for itself) would come into play”. Just the fact that the bees are there and an attack occurred- the jurors can fill in the blank.

Mr. Gentry also said, “If anyone does not sign the BMP he is a fool who risks the future of his business”.  The BMP is basically an MOA with the Department of Agriculture outlining certain practices a beekeeper agrees to do to minimize the chance of his keeping Africanized bees in his operation.  Mr. Gentry further said “Signing this agreement would make you defensible and that he could provide that a judge would dismiss the case.  Beekeepers in Mississippi have an opportunity to sign such a document. An undetermined service fee may be applicable. The following are the stipulations: 

Southeast Regional Best Management Practices for Maintaining European Honey Bee Colonies           (Memorandum of Understanding among the States of AL, FL, GA and MS) 

       This is an agreement between participating states in the southeastern United States              for the purpose of setting provisions to establish uniform management practices to ensure production of manageable European honey bees and facilitate interstate movement of honeybees for pollination purposes and ensures the production and sale of manageable European honey bee stock.  Such are intended for inclusion in state action plans for dealing with the Africanized honey bee (AHB). It is agreed that the degree of a state’s participation shall be based on the amount of funding and resources available, either through state appropriation, federal funding and/or a state imposed fee structure or other sources.

     This is a voluntary program designed to minimize the threat of aggressive, defensive africanized honey bees in the Southeastern United States, assist in the certification of European honey bees produced in the Southeastern United States and to dilute any feral AHB populations that may become established in managed colonies which are the best line of defense against the Africanized Honeybee. 

1. An apiary may be deemed as EHB (European honey bee) with a survey of colonies using FABIS (Fast African Honey Bee Identification System) and/or the computer- assisted morphometric procedure, i.e., universal system for detection of Africanized honey bees (AHB) (USDA-ID), or other approved methods on an annual basis by a state regulatory agency.

2. Honey bee colony divisions or splits should be queened with production queens or                                                         queen cells from EHB breeder queens following Southeast Regional Best Management Practices.

3. Beekeepers are discouraged from collecting swarms that are not from identifiable sources.

4. Beekeepers should practice good swarm prevention techniques. 

5. Maintain all EHB coloniesin a strong, healthy, populous condition to discourage  usurpation (take over) by  swarms of AHB.

6.  Do not allow any weak or   empty colonies to exist in an apiary, as they may be      attractive to AHB swarms.

7. Re-queen with European stock annually unless marked queens are present.      

 8.  Immediately re-queen with European Queen if previously installed or marked queen is found missing.

9.  Maintain one European drone source colony for every 10 colonies  in  order  to  reduce 

supercedure queens mating with AHB drones.  A drone source is defined as a colony      specifically maintained with 3 to 5 frames of 90% drone comb.

10. To prevent potential interaction with AHB, do not site apiaries in proximity of       tethered or confined animals, students, the elderly, general public, or visitors where        interaction with bees have a higher  likelihood  of  occurring.

11. Treat all honey bees with respect. 

12.  This is a voluntary program designed to minimize the threat of aggressive, defensive AHB in the South and to dilute any feral AHB populations that may become  established in managed colonies which are the best line of defense against AHB.

13. Beekeepers participating in this program must sign a compliance agreement with their respective State Department of Agriculture-Apiary Unit.                                                                                                                           

14. Queen Breeders are required to conform to state apiary regulations.

15. Each state will determine fees or charges for AHB Best Management Practices       Certification. 

Provisions for Producing European Honey Bee Queens and Packages

1.  Mating and Mating Yards:

A. Drones.  A minimum of 60 European drone source colony equivalents must be established for each 1000 or more mating nuclei. If colonies are divided, the European drone source equivalent of 60 European drone source colonies will still be required for each 1000 or more nuclei (6%).

Seventy-five per cent of European drones source colony equivalents shall be located within a ¼ mile radius of each mating nuclei yard and the    remaining 25 per cent shall be located within one mile of the mating yard.  No drone or drone brood may be introduced into colonies or mating nuclei unless    they originate from colonies with European queens from certified sources.     

B. Queens and   requeening.  Producers of breeder queens and production Queens are required to requeen drone producing colonies with EHB production queens on an              annual basis, unless a marked queen is present.  Queens used in drone colonies may also be EHB queens produced from an    outside source, but must be certified EHB by a test of progeny worker bees using approved identification techniques.
2. Breeder queens and European drone source colonies must be headed by EHB Queens.      
3. Collected honey bee drone semen shall originate only from drones produced by EHB queens.

4.   Participating producers must sample their colonies according to the SEBMP Sampling protocols.

5.   Participating producers must agree to the stipulations listed above in order to be certified under this memorandum of understanding.

6. Participating producers may also be certified under this agreement if the mating nuclei yard is at least 100 miles from a verified Africanized honey bee infestation.

7.  Participating producers agree to requeen all colonies whose test results are greater than 50% AHB hybridization probability based on FABIS or other approved testing methods.        

8. Queen and Package producers participating in this program must sign a   Compliance agreement agreeing to these provisions.     

9.  Treat all Honey Bees with respect.
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President’s Message

By the time that you read this report, you will have already celebrated our national holiday, July 4th, “INDEPENDENCE DAY!”

Did you stop your busy schedule to give thanks for the privilege of living in our free county? FREEDOM is, and has not ever been, FREE! 

Our freedom has, and will always be paid for by our citizens who have fought and died for this freedom that we enjoy and take for granite!!!

Yes, many of our citizens, and at some time or another, we all do, complain about our life style, politics, religion and many other aspects of our Life. Look around and count our blessings. We are, as we are, because each of us has chosen the path that we are on. It is up to each individual to make changes in the direction that we have chosen.

Give thanks to our LORD for our blessings, join together and let us all work to make our great country, and our lives, better.

Having said the above, all Beekeepers should be very busy harvesting their honey. It appears that I will have an above average harvest, with an above average crop of hive beetles and other problems, but I am working on these as well.

My honey sales have been great, and no one has complained about prices. I have received orders from new customers from places I have no idea how they found out about “WESLEY'S HOBBY HONEY". Many new customers are requesting the dark (Golden‑Rod) honey. 

I am convinced that if you do a good job packing, labeling and marketing a quality product, people are willing to pay for this product.

MISSISSIPPI BEEKEEPERS PRODUCE A GREAT TASTING GOOD QUALITY HONEY!!!

SO, LETS GET BUSY AND GET OUR SHARE OF THE MARKET.

GOOD LUCK ON OUR 2008 HONEY HARVEST.

D. L. Wesley

President M.B.A. 

1‑601‑736‑3272

Cell 1‑ 601‑ 441‑4468
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Collison’s Corner

Water is an important resource for the honey bee colony and a vital component in the honey bee diet.  Water is involved in carrying dissolved food materials to all parts of the body, assisting in the removal of waste products and digesting and metabolizing food.  It is used to liquefy crystallized honey and is required by nurse bees whenever it becomes necessary to thin honey in the processing of larval food.  When fresh nectar is available this need is diminished.  Caged workers or queens readily take water when it is offered to them and live longer than bees that lack water.  

Water is also used for cooling and humidifying the interior hive environment.  In hot, dry weather water is deposited on the tops of combs in small cell-like enclosures generally made of old wax and propolis.  It is also deposited in indentations in the cappings of brood so that the comb looks as if it had been sprinkled with water.  Lindauer (1955) observed that tiny droplets of water are also placed inside the cells, especially those containing eggs and larvae, where it prevents drying of the larvae.  Bees actively ventilate the hive interior by fanning and evaporating the water droplets by manipulation of the water upon the tongues of house bees.

Water foragers are experienced foragers and tend to collect water from the nearest available supply.  Water-gathering round-trips usually take less than five minutes. A bee commonly spends a minute or more in taking up a load of water.  When a water carrier brings her load of water into the hive and climbs on the comb, she begins vigorous dancing.  Usually four or five bees follow each dancer, and at more or less frequent intervals the dancer pauses long enough to transfer a sip of water to one of the nearby workers.  At times a water carrier dances for a full minute before transferring her load.  Sometimes a water carrier enters, “performs” a brief dance, and then proceeds rapidly to dispose of her load.  Sometimes she gives a small amount to each of a half-dozen bees in quick succession before resuming her dance, and then, after dancing awhile, transfers the balance of her load to one or two bees.  It is not unusual to see two or three bees being supplied all at one time by a single water carrier.  In some instances, the entire load is disposed of to two or three individuals, while a single load may be distributed among as many as 18 workers.  The water is stored in honey stomachs of hive bees and sometimes in cells in burr comb.

Having unloaded, she begins preparation for her next field trip by securing a small amount of food from one or more of the house bees or she goes to a cell and takes honey. Then she almost invariably gives her tongue a swipe between her front feet, rubs her eyes, often cleans her antennae, and then leaves quickly.  Water foragers continue to collect water as long as hive bees relieve them of the water in their honey stomachs.  They often make more trips per day compared to nectar or pollen foragers.  These “water specialists” may fly 50 to 100 trips per day.  

Water foragers tend to collect water from the nearest available supply, especially if the supply is continuous.  If a water supply is not available within a quarter mile of the hives, provide a tank or pan of water with a floating board or crushed rock for the bees to land on.  When nectar and water are not available, bees cause problems by visiting sources of water such as water faucets, children’s wading pools, and bird baths.  Once they become accustomed to a watering place, they will continue to use it all during the foraging season.  Water must always be available close to the hives, starting the day a colony is established or moved.  The activity of the bees at the watering place can give you a clue about the nectar flow.  When the flow begins, the bees use dilute nectar in place of water, and very few bees continue to visit the regular source of water.  Extremely hot weather, however, may bring them back for water to cool the hive.  

There is no doubt that water is very important to the survival of a colony.  In hot areas where water supplies are sparse, the consequences can be very serious unless water is supplied to the hives.  Since bees do not normally store water in the hive, except in the honey sacs of reservoir bees, bees confined for any length of time must be provided with water.
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Until next month,
Harry R. Fulton

Secretary/Treasurer
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